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UNIVERSITY OF JOHANNESBURG 
FACULTY OF EDUCATION 
NOVEMBER EXAMINATION 2014 
PROGRAMME:  B Ed  
MODULE:          Professional Studies 4A (Examination Equivalent) 
CODE:      PFS4000 
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MODERATOR: Prof M Erasmus (UFS) 
(This paper consists of 3 pages) 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. This examination equivalent consists of a written essay. 
2. Use the cover page provided on page 3 and complete all sections of this 
document. 
3. Use the following format for the typed essay: 12 point font; Arial; 1½ line 
spacing. 
4. Do not use flip files or plastic pockets for the task. Put a staple in the top left-
hand corner of the typed task. 
5. This take home examination (exam equivalent) must be handed in on Friday 
07 November 2014 (strictly from 14:00 – 15:00 in venue D1-LAB-308).   
6. Ensure that you comply with all academic requirements for a task of this 
nature – Table of Contents, Introduction, Conclusion, Reference list, etc. 
7. Include a copy of the rubric provided with your examination task. 
 
Write a 2000-2500 word essay in which you provide a detailed discussion of 
how your personal teaching philosophy has evolved with your educational 
practice. Include academic themes and concepts covered in this module as 
well as examples from your service learning and community work experiences 
in addressing the various aspects of your evolving personal teaching 
philosophy. 
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Guidelines:  
In this essay indicate how what you have learned in the Professional Studies 4A 
module has influenced your (evolving) personal teaching philosophy and your 
educational practices. Remember to draw on both the theoretical work you have 
completed and the practical experience of doing your service learning and 
community work at one of the partner schools and organisations. Please make use 
of at least two of the following academic themes covered in this module in your 
essay: 
i) Social justice;  
ii) Gender socialisation;  
iii) Philosophy and pedagogy of Service Learning; and 
iv) Teenage pregnancy. 
 
In your essay ensure that you address the following issues:  
1. Provide a concise explanation of your understanding of a personal teaching 
philosophy and describe the various parts that make up your personal teaching 
philosophy.  
 
2. Explain what you have learned from your service learning experiences and how 
it has influenced your personal teaching philosophy and educational practices 
through your reflections.  
3.  
4. Discuss how the academic themes in this module have informed your philosophy 
of education and your educational practices. You must draw on at least two (2) 
of the academic themes outlined above (you may also integrate these with 
theories in other modules, such as socio-constructivist learning theories in your 
Education modules). In your discussion be sure to describe the relationship 
between  
 
a) The academic themes, 
b) Your personal teaching philosophy and,  
c) Your educational practices. 
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you had completing this 
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Submission date: Friday 07 November (14:00 – 15:00 in D1-LAB-308). 
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